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Welcome to 8th Grade!
Dear Amazing SFR Families,
                                                      

I would like to formally invite you to 8th grade.  An amazing year awaits and I know it will be full of awesome memories that we will create together. As scholars enter into the eighth grade, they are expected to arrive knowing how to think critically, write in complete sentences, and be at a minimum eighth grade reading level. This year will be a busy one. Being an excellent scholar who has a great work ethic and outstanding character is necessary. Our eighth graders are the leaders of the school and I expect them to act like role models. I look forward to what God has in store for us and I am very excited to be your 8th grade teacher. It is going to be the best year yet!
Parents, I am asking for your complete support; I am eager to work with you as a partner in your child’s education. I look forward to interacting with you to help your child have a successful school year.  All children learn in different ways; I will work with your child to discover the best method in which he/she learns. I will be making vocabulary, reading, and writing a priority utilizing Common Core State Standards. Reading every day is crucial for many reasons. Reading helps to discover new things, nurtures the imagination, and develops a good self-image and confidence. Being able to read is a critical skill in being able to function in today’s world. Students who read often and reach their reading goals will be rewarded and will be able to participate in the schoolwide AR champion’s event every quarter.
The list below is a list of novels your child will need for the year in order. It is my recommendation that you purchase these books as soon as possible. Your child may read these books on their own. He/she will also read the novels in class. Reading a book more than once is a smart choice. All students are required to have their own personal copy while we read it in class. Points will deducted if students do not have the novel when they need it. You may borrow the book from the library or purchase it. The best website I have found to buy books is thriftbooks.com.
8th Grade Novels:
Island of Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell (Summer Novel)
Jesse by Gary Soto
The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
My Brother Sam is Dead by James Lincoln Collier & Christopher Collier
Joey Pigza Loses Control by Jack Gantos
Surviving the Applewhites by Stephanie S. Tolan
Students, I have high expectations for you. I want you to know that you are created in God’s image and God has given you many special talents to offer our classroom. I will work diligently to help you find out what your talents are. I expect you to be kind, love yourself, and try your best every day. I will do the same. You will be reading a novel called Island of Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell during the summer. Upon the first week of school, you will have your first AR test on this book and first book report due.  The date will be announced when we return to school. The first novel study for the school year will be on the novel, Jesse by Gary Soto. This will begin after Labor Day, the first week of September. Students must have the novel in class or points will be deducted from their ELA grade. 
Check out this website: http://mrsmarmas.wix.com/8thgradescholars. 
I recommend that you visit this website to review many important concepts you will need to know for the year ahead. Please work on reading and math fluency during the summer. Contact me with any questions you may have anytime. Thank you in advance for your support and diligence for the year to come.
God bless you,
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Mrs. Armas
mrsarmas@sfrchurch.org
626-334-2018 ext. 1008
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